Lynn Reed Bates
April 19, 1939 - December 29, 2019

Lynn Reed Bates (80) born April 19, 1939 to Floyd & May Bates in Rexburg Idaho passed
away December 29, 2019 at his home, surrounded by his family in Smithfield, Utah. Lynn
worked and retired from USU Space Dynamics Lab (SDL) where he enjoyed working with
many great friends and colleagues.
Lynn is preceded in death by his parents, his eternal companion Karen, son Jeffrey, sister
Beverly, and brother Elwood. Lynn is survived by his wife Sherrie Daw Bates, Children
Jeff’s wife Sabrina Hatch, daughter Julie Curtis, son Jared Bates, daughter Ginger (Jason)
Fenton, son Ryan (Alisa) Bates, sister Verna Neff, his 13 grandchildren, 3 great
grandchildren and his loyal companion Buttons.
Funeral Services, under the direction of Cache Valley Mortuary, will be held at the
Smithfield North Stake Center 155 w. 400 n. Smithfield. Viewings Friday January 3rd, 6 8pm and Saturday 10:30 - 11:30am; Funeral services will be at 12:00 and interment will be
at the Smithfield Cemetery. Share a memory of Lynn at www.cvmortuary.com
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Comments

“

Lynn and I worked together at SDL for 18 years shooting rockets into the sky at
White Sands, NM and Fairbanks, AK. He was a great guy to work so closely with for
so many years without any disagreements in regard to work or daily living. Always
considered him as a friend and not just a work companion. He had great travels on
earth and will continue them in heaven.
Randall Knight

Randall Knight - January 04, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kent & Julie Johnson - January 02, 2020 at 10:19 PM

“

Lynn and I worked on many programs together during our careers at SDL. On most of them
we were required to wear bunny suits as see in the photo. He was known as "Mister Clean"
because one of his jobs was to keep our sensitive instruments very clean before they were
launched. Lynn was a great friend and we spent many hours together. He was always
thorough and very precise in everything he did. He was my mentor and friend. My wife Julie
and I send our prayer, love and Best Wishes to all of Lynn's family.
Kent & Julie Johnson - January 02, 2020 at 10:49 PM

“

I have several memories of Lynn. These are my favorites...
While fishing at the Gillette family cabin with our family, Lynn put his 6 pack of Pepsi
in the water to stay cold. A huge storm blew in and it was critical we get off the water
quickly. Lynn rowed into shore, then remembered he had left his Pepsi behind. He
promptly rowed back out to "save" it. The picture of him scooping up his Pepsi with
the fishing net is something I will never forget. I always wished we would have
videoed it. It would have made a great Pepsi commercial.
Another fond memory also happened at the cabin. My parents and Lynn and Karen
we visiting downstairs. All the kids were upstairs playing. One of the kids went down
the stairs for some reason only to see Lynn straddled over my mom who was lying
face down. The kid who went downstairs said, "what are you doing?" Lynn promptly
replied, "We are playing adult games, go back upstairs!" Lynn was really popping my
mom's back. But the initial picture was priceless.
Lynn was a great guy. Always loved me and had a great hug when he saw me. He
will be missed.

Camille Gilmore - January 02, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

Lynn taught me to ski. He loaned me an old pair of his old ski pants and I skied the
rearend out of them I spent so much time on my butt. He had a great smile and
always made me feel good. We had a lot of fun at Rick's. Your mother was one of the
most outstanding people I ever knew. I still miss her. I visited Lynn last summer I am
glad I did. You have my love.

Wilma Bingham - January 02, 2020 at 02:22 PM

