Jessie Lee Floyd
August 10, 1971 - June 11, 2020

Jessie Lee Floyd passed away on June 11, 2020 at the age of 48. His family and friends
will sorely miss him. Jessie was awarded the titles: burden bearer, car guy, best hugger,
computer guru, baby whisperer, neighborhood confidante, invested father, and cookie
dough maker extraordinaire.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 AM on June 17, 2020 at Millville Cemetery (310 East
100 North, Millville, UT 84326). The family requests that attendees wear face masks in
order to maintain everyone’s health.
Jessie was born in Logan, Utah to Willie and Gail Floyd on August 10, 1971. His family
raised him to work hard. He discovered a love for fixing things early on and went to the
high school auto mechanics national championship at age 17. Jessie’s hands-on abilities
and strong work ethic served him well; even at a young age he held many jobs including
working at a machine shop with his uncle. He also hauled cars and maintained his
commercial driver’s license throughout his adult life so that he would always have a way to
provide. After studying briefly at Utah State University, he served two years for the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Russia Samara mission from 1994 to 1996.
Jessie also wanted to serve his country and joined the United States Army shortly
thereafter. He was a Russian linguist from 1997–2001, and his military career took him to
Missouri, California, Arizona, Texas, Germany, and Kosovo. While in the Army, Jessie met
and married fellow soldier Emily Christina Davis. They were married August 30, 1997 in
the Jordan River Utah Temple. Jessie and Emily had four children: Russell Maher—1998,
Sarah Christina—2000, Leah James—2005, and Maria Hart—2007. Jessie worked and
lived in Washington state from 2001–2004 as a civilian contractor. He also supported
military operations in Kuwait in 2003. In 2005, the Floyds moved to Utah and found their
home in Millville. This is where Emily and Jessie raised their children and built their family
life. While working for Flying J, Jessie continued his education at Weber State University.
He received his bachelor’s degree in Computer Science/Software Engineering in 2011.
Jessie worked at Systems Implementers Inc., supporting military operations at Hill Air
Force Base from 2011 until his passing in 2020. Jessie was beloved by his colleagues and
recognized for his quality work and unfaltering commitment to integrity.

Jessie is preceded in death by his father Willie and his brother Joshua.
He is survived by his wife, Emily; children Russell, Sarah, Leah, and Maria; his mother
Gail; siblings, Carmelle (Denny) Cox, Machelle (Dylan) Schorer, Naomi (John) Starcevich,
Carrie Cook, Adam (Heather) Floyd, Andrew (Charlie Pfau) Floyd, and (Angie Ree).
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Comments

“

I first met Jessie in 2015, and was impressed by both his intelligence and humility.
He was a brilliant engineer and was always thinking three or four steps ahead of the
problem. Even though Jessie was operating on a different level than most of us, he
always had time to explain concepts to those around him, making him a great leader
and mentor.
We will miss him, work will not be the same without him. Condolences to Jessie’s
family.

Greg Fox - June 22, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

I have been reading Pres. Nelson's book, 'Accomplishing the Impossible', and in it he
states: "The attributes by which we shall be judged one day are all spiritual" and then
he quotes from D & C 4:6, 'These include love, virtue, integrity, compassion, and
service to others'. Jessie exemplified these attributes - they are the same words
many on this post have shared when they describe him. I have been so blessed and
touched by his kind, quiet ways in which he has served so many of his neighbors
here in Millville. My heart goes out to the Emily and the Floyd family! May you be
able to cling to the good memories you had together.

Mark Hadfield - June 21, 2020 at 04:48 PM

“

I want to express my sincere condolences to Jessie’s family and friends.
I had the privilege of working with Jessie at Hill Air Force Base. In my opinion, Jessie
was not just smart... he was brilliant! Intelligence, humility, kindness and integrity
were personified by him. He will be greatly missed by all who knew and associated
him.
I pray that is family and friends will have peace, comfort and understanding at this
very difficult time.

Perry Olsen - June 17, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

I, along with other friends and neighbors, knew and appreciated Jessie as a man of
integrity, intelligence, and sincerity. His great legacy are his beautiful wife and
children. My love and wish for many blessings go to Emily and children.

Reunell Bankhead - June 16, 2020 at 09:08 PM

“

I met Jessie when he and his family moved back to Utah from the state of
Washington. I had arranged an impromptu job interview near the FlyingJ
Headquarters building at the Pie Pizzeria on Harrison. Over pizza and soda, I
“interviewed” Jessie, and I knew immediately that I wanted to hire him.
Jessie fit into my team without missing a beat. Well-liked and way smart, he quickly
became one of FlyingJ’s most valuable IT employees. But, more importantly, Jessie
was our friend. For five years, we commuted to Ogden from Cache Valley together twice a day through Sardine Canyon, five to six times a week. That is a lot of time in
the car to get to know someone, and I had the great privilege of getting to know
Jessie very well. I cannot express how grateful I am for that privilege. We talked the
job. We talked cars. We talked politics. But mainly we talked about family and what it
means to be a good man. Jessie set the standard for me on what it means to be a
good man.
In 2015, I was again privileged with the opportunity to work with Jessie for Systems
Implementers Inc. supporting the USAF. Jessie was in his element supporting the
Mission. Because of the depth and breadth of his experience with the technical
infrastructure, we all stood on Jessie’s shoulders to accomplish our roles. Jessie’s
work ethic is an example to everyone, and his willingness to mentor young engineers
has paid dividends many times over.
I know you’re an Army guy, but Bravo Zulu Brother for your goodness and the many
lives you have touched. We’ll catch you on the other side.

Nate - June 16, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

“

This was a wonderful tribute!
Barbara Hart - June 17, 2020 at 12:12 PM

I am better for having known Jessie, and saddened at his passing. He was a great
friend, somebody I looked up to, and one of the best of us.

Brandon Gillespie - June 16, 2020 at 12:24 PM

“

My condolences to Jessie’s family and friends. I had the pleasure of working with
Jessie and one of the things that stands out is his smile. Jessie always made me feel
comfortable when he knew I wasn’t grasping a concept he was always so patient and
kind. He never made me feel inferior but always part of the team. Jessie is deeply
missed.

Jamie Richards - June 15, 2020 at 09:54 PM

“

My condolences to the family. He called me on my last day to wish me good luck
when I moved organizations a few month ago. He was such a great guy.

Jim Barnard - June 15, 2020 at 06:56 PM

“

9 files added to the tribute wall

Brenden Davis - June 15, 2020 at 02:34 PM

“

These are some photos I had of Jesse and his family. I will remember him as capable,
selfless, intelligent, confident, and practical. I'm proud to have known him for a period of
over 22 years, in Germany, UT, and Washington. We were deployed to different areas of
the Balkans in 2001 and our families lived together during that time. I appreciate our
relationship and our experiences together.
Brenden Davis - June 15, 2020 at 02:53 PM

“

I looked up to Jessie's strength and demeanor. He was a strong, quite type of guy - a
good man. I appreciated his automotive mechanical skills, in that he fixed the engine
to Mom's red 1994 Saturn car, which is still running many years later - a car which is
and has been of great value to Mom and me. I believe that in most cases the spirit of
the individual who passes away to the other side, remains for a time with those who
he or she was around and is there at the funeral until they are taken home.

Merritt Davis - June 15, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

Jessie was one of my customers out at Hill AFB for many years now, but it never felt
like a customer when I spoke with him over the phone or in person. He always
treated me with a lot of respect and a kind heart. It was like talking to a friend. His
memory will always live with me and my prayers will go out to the family and friends.
Jim Tyrakowski

Jim Tyrakowski - June 15, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

Jessie was a Teacher. He wasn't just about getting things done (although he did get
thing done). He took the time to educate, nurture and share his understanding. He
was passionate about the causes he took on, whether it was working with the scouts,
house projects, re-building cars, work or family. I am a better person for our
association over the years. My Love and prayers to Emily and the children.
Kent Smith

Kent Smith - June 15, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

I’m Emily’s aunt in California. I’ve always appreciated when Emily and Jessie were
near by (with or without kids) they made the effort to see me. The last visit I had with
Emily and Jessie was here in my home in August 2019. It was such a special visit.
The last 2 or 3 years I’ve really grown closer to Jessie. He was easy to talk to. I have
several beautifully written letters from him. I was impressed every time I was with
him. What a loss. Prayers and love for Emily and the kids.
Barbara Hart

Barbara Hart - June 14, 2020 at 09:01 PM

“

To the Floyd family. Let me express my admiration of Jessie, his talents, his tendency
to make sure people are included. His loss is a great loss, felt by many. His shoes
will be nearly impossible to fill behind. I echo the sentiments left by other co-workers.
To me, Jessie was the true leader of his entire bunch he worked with. He made
efforts to include people as best as he could.
My last conversation with Jessie was two weeks back when I asked him how he liked
the teleworking vs. the long drive into work. Enthusiastically and bright eyed he
looked at me and said "I'm loving it!".
Jessie will be missed. His talents much appreciated. His character very stellar!

Gary Penrod - June 14, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

I found him to be a very interesting Sunday School teacher who I looked forward to
learning from. I enjoyed seeing him out walking the dogs. He will be missed. Emily,
you are an amazing person and I really look up to you.

Linda Garrett - June 14, 2020 at 01:41 AM

“

Jessie was a friend and one of the most capable technical experts I've ever worked
with, expert in Linux, storage, databases and data center engineering.
I last talked to him about a week ago, after overhearing him take a LONG call from a
difficult customer and handle it with aplomb.
We chatted a bit about our kids, and the only thing different I noticed was a bushier
goatee, and he seemed fine. He was almost always unflappable, even under
pressure.
I'm shocked and saddened that he's gone. It's a huge loss to his family and
profession.

Daniel Dyer - June 13, 2020 at 11:32 PM

“

Jessie was my best friend and brother. He recruited me to Utah, had me come visit
with my family, and then forgot to provide any details on what hotel SI booked us at.
.
But his intelligence and hard working mentality made it easy for my family and I to
come to Utah. I will continue to work towards our Cyber goals and will always have a
place in my heart for you.

Frank Unpingco III - June 13, 2020 at 04:04 PM

“

Jessie was a great friend, man, and co-worker. He will be missed. He was extremely
friendly and helpful, he was selfless and always helped those in need.

Mckay Wilcox - June 13, 2020 at 02:28 PM

